scientiousness with which the labours of the author's predecessors are employed and acknowledged. It is, at least, upon grounds such as these that our award shall be made.
The author divides his account of inflammation into two chapters. In the first appears an inquiry into the general phenomena of inflammations, those common (more or less invariably) to that state as it occurs in all the tissues and organs; in the second we are made acquainted with the peculiarities of the disease in certain textures.
The general history of inflammation commences with that of the state of the capillaries and blood in the parts actually implicated in the morbid process. As the greater part, indeed almost the entire, of the description here given not only contains no novelty, but bears upon facts which, though announced with considerable pomp and an ingenuous tone of self-sufficient originality, are as familiar to all minute observers of inflammation as redness is to the surgeon among its clinical phenomena, we shall only notice a few statements scattered through these prolix pages. The author holds that in the first stage of inflammation the caliber of the capillaries is diminished, and the rapidity of the circulation increased ; he should have known that this has been questioned altogether by some very sagacious microscopists, and that, at least, it is certainly not a constant occurrence.
He estimates the possible amount of diminution at one third of the total width of the vessel. This attempt at metrical precision appears to us to render inaccuracy more inaccurate, rather than anything else.
M. Lebert takes credit to himself for the announcement that the generation of new vessels in inflammation is "not exclusively confined to the organization of the products of exudation," but occurs amid the tissues themselves affected with the hyperaemic changes. Aprecious discovery this! which happens to have been taught by one of the very earliest minute observers of the inflammatory process, Kaltenbrunner.* It is true that Kaltenbrunner supposed that extravasated blood channeled canals for itself in the tissues amid which it escaped, and that M. Lebert does not admit this mode of production; but the main fact, put forward as novel, is as old as the study of inflammation. M. Lebert introduces with considerable flourish of trumpets his explanation of the mode in which new vessels are formed : *' He has specially engaged in this investigation, entering as it did into the plan of his pathological researches, and of his study of development in general." (p. 15.) Scarcely will it be believed that after this morsel of egotistical puffing this author should have neither investigated in any novel manner any old facts, nor traced out any new ones, and that he leaves the three notions, which have long contended for supremacy in the minds of pathologists, (namely, that new tubes are produced by the elongation or looping process from old vessels?that they are merely vessels which pre-existed, but which being too narrow to receive red blood, have, through the inflammatory process, acquired sufficient width to admit this?and, lastly, that they are actual new formations generated independently of the pre-existing circulation,)?that he leaves these three notions precisely as he found them, unproved and unsettled. Nay, more, he is either deplorably ignorant of researches made in this country, in Germany, [July, and in M. Lebert is of opinion that there is no such thing as a special mucuscorpuscle, and that natural mucus, free from accidental admixture with substances foreign to itself, contains none of those corpuscles which have been described as belonging to it, and as very strongly similar in character to pus-corpuscles. When, he observes, the mucus examined was really healthy, young epithelial cells, or the large nuclei of old epithelial cells, were taken for special corpuscles, to which the name of mucus-corpuscle was assigned. Or, when the mucus examined was in a morbid state, these pus-corpuscles were mistaken for a novel variety of cell. We believe that this is a correct view of the question, which has certainly given rise to very contradictory statements both in this country and in Germany.
But it is not to M. Lebert that the first establishment of the fact is due. These tumours are in general of yellow or reddish-yellow colour, elastic, and composed of papilliform lobules, somewhat elongated or united into groups, and exhibiting the cauliflower aspect. The microscope only discloses the elements of epidermis and a few vessels, and in the crusts an admixture of pus and epidermis. In this class we place a good number of tumours of the lower lip, supposed to be cancerous, but which on careful examination are found deficient in the elements of cancer, and composed in reality of hypertrophied papillae, protruding from the surface of a superficial ulceration, and seated on an indurated basis, resulting from chronic inflammation."
To the fact that such sores as this are frequently mistaken for cancerous ulcers, M. Lebert ascribes the long current belief that carcinoma of the lip is more effectually curable by operation than the same disease in other parts.
A fourth species of epidermic tumour the author calls the fibro-epidermic; none other than warts of different kinds. A fifth species, of very rare occurrence, is formed by the simultaneous development of a great number of papillae, accompanied with hypertrophy of the subaceous glands, and constituting large cauliflower tumours, covered with a sebaceous or purulent fluid wherever ulceration has taken place. A sixth species of epidermic tumour is found, of a "fibrous stroma, resembling that met with in cancer. But this stroma, instead of containing the juice and the tissue proper to cancer, is filled with a whitish grumous substance, in which microscopical examination discloses nothing but epidermal elements." A seventh species consists of epidermic tumours formed of cutaneous cysts, the investment and contents of which are composed of epidermis.
Ophthalmologists are much interested in the question of the precise nature and mode of origin of certain tumours of the eye, quite as certainly curable by operation as cancerous productions in that organ are beyond the reach of surgical cure. There is no doubt that some such tumours are purely fibrinous in composition, and that they are the reliquiae of extravasations of blood. M. Lebert gives a description of a little tumour of this sort which was seated in front of the retina, and probably owed its existence to hemorrhage from one of the vessels of the choroid. 
